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North Texas Microwave 

Society Jan 19-20 2024

Cowtown Hamfest agenda (approx. 1 hour sessions)

Friday Saturday Topic

5 pm 9 am Getting started with Microwave radio – Kent WA5VJB 

6 pm Transverter setup and feedhorn align – Jim KM5PO

10 am Using a breadboard to test a project with demo

11 am How to solder surface mount devices (SMDs) with demo
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5pm: Microwaves are easy
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6pm: Transverter/Dish 

setup
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Gear on display

• DEMI 1296 MHz 25 watt transverter

• Q5 Signal DigiLO (dip switch programmable)

• Q5 Signal/KI5EMN custom DigiLO w/display

• DB6NT 2304 MHz 1 watt transverter

• DB6NT 10 GHz 200 mw transverter

• DB6NT 24 GHz 2 watt transverter

• DB6NT 8-13 GHz Local Oscillator

• Wavelab Homebuilt 24 GHz 2 watt transverter

• Texas Microwave 2 watt 10 GHz PA & bias supply

• Surplus SMA 18 GHz rated relays

• IF radios new & old: FT290, KX3, Icom 705
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Down East Microwave 

(DEMI) 10 GHz

Transverter

Reliable transverter with 

many options specified on 

ordering. RF output 3 w
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Transverter/Dish setup
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Transverter/Dish setup
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Transverter/Dish setup
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Transverter/Dish setup
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Sat 10 am: Breadboards!
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Types of breadboard
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Use as is
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Prototype & build
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Prototype & build
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Prototype, troubleshoot & 

build



W5HN
North

Texas

Microwave

Society

NTMS

WWW.NTMS.ORG 16

Prototype, troubleshoot & 

build
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Prototype, troubleshoot & 

build
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Prototype, troubleshoot & 

build

Located a short to 

ground on -5 v line 
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Prototype, troubleshoot & 

build
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11 am: How to solder 

SMD components
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Solder & Wick
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Solder flux & Clean Stick
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Hot plate & hot flow
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Use magnification and 

watch for
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Use magnification and 

watch for
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Demo
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SMD solder kits given 

away (4)
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Attendance: over 20 

NTMS members: 10+

BBQ lunch followed the 

last NTMS presentation

Other comments from 

those who came to the 

Hamfest? What did you 

buy to take home?
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